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Joyfully and Intentionally Making Disciples Who Make Disciples Through Baptism and Nurturing 

 

The Significance of 
Discernment 

 

 
 

Discernment can describe the 
process of determining God’s desire 
in a situation or for one’s life or 
identifying the true nature of a 
thing, such as discerning whether a 
thing is good, evil, or may even 
transcend the limiting notion of 
duality. 

So, who couldn’t use some 
discernment? There is so much in 
our world grappling for our 
attention. Because of this, 
discernment is more necessary now 
than ever before to protect against 
false teaching and to walk a path of 
holiness. 

John the Baptist was a man of 
tremendous discernment. This 
rough and rugged preacher came 
thundering on the scene of staid 
orthodox Judaism, and he brought a 
message to the entire Jewish 
nation. John’s job was to prepare 
the way for the Messiah’s arrival. 
What he had to say was simple: 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” (Matthew 3:3). 

As the multitudes flocked to 
hear this unique prophet and 
repent of their sins, John discerned 
that some of them were frauds. The 
Pharisees and Sadducees had come 
to check him out, not to repent. 
They were hiding reality behind a 
religious exterior. 

 
 

 

A discerning spirit is one that is 
in tune with the Spirit of God. As 
John lived in submission to the Lord, 
he gained insight beyond anything 
that could have originated from his 
own mind. 

He saw the situation from God’s 
perspective and delivered a strong 
rebuke to that “brood of vipers” 
(Matthew 3:7). Although we may 
never be as forthright as John, there 
will be times when a discerning 
spirit will lead to confrontation. 

As Christians, we are all called 
to seek and utilize discernment. We 
are called to look at the good world 
God created and pursue His 
goodness and godliness. Proverbs 
17:24 tells us that, “The discerning 
sets his face toward wisdom, but 
the eyes of a fool are on the ends of 
the earth.” 

The Father wants His children 
to develop spiritual discernment in 
order to guard against deception. 
We must know how to recognize 
invalid philosophies as well as false 
doctrines that sneak into the 
church. What’s more, divine insight 
can also protect us in our 
relationships and even helps us see 
the truth about ourselves. 

As we grow in our 
understanding of the gospel, we will 
grow in discernment. Through the 
life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, we are provided freedom 
unlike any other. The undiscerning 
will not experience this freedom. 

When we put our faith and 
hope in Christ, we are saved out of 
our sin, and into relationship with 
the Lord. The more we come to 
understand this reality and its 
implications, the greater our spirit 
of discernment will be. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
On Saturday, October 23, from 

7:00 AM to 9:00 AM, Abiding Savior 
will be holding the 7th annual Great 
Giveaway in our church parking lot. 
We are looking for gently used items 
that you would like to donate that 
could find a home with someone else. 
We will in turn offer these items for 
free to all who attend the Great 
Giveaway. Please contact Samantha 
Fitt at SFitt@abidingsavior.com to 
schedule your items for drop off. Help 
us provide our community with a FREE 
garage sale. 

 

 
 

It is time to celebrate Trunk or 
Treat at Abiding Savior this Halloween 
on Saturday, October 30. We would 
like you to decorate your car and pass 
out candy to eager trick-or-treaters. 
The event runs from 6:00 PM to 7:30 
PM in our back parking lot this year. 
Just bring your car and your candy and 
come fellowship with all of us. Sign up 
on the church patio during October so 
that we can save you a space. 



“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 
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The 9th Annual Chili Cook Off 
was a success with eight entries 
competing for the ‘Golden Ladle 
Award.’ 

First place winner was Ms. 
Deana Hicks taking home the 
‘Golden Ladle Award’. 

We thank all the people that 
entered the cook off and those who 
came out to sample and voted! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you served in the military and 
have pictures both past and 
present, we would like to include 
them in a video we are planning for 
Veteran’s Day. If your picture was in 
last year’s video, there is no need to 
resubmit it. All new pictures need to 
be received by Sunday, October 23. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Lori Beniche at LBeniche@ 
abidingsavior.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Abiding Savior follows these 
COVID-19 protocols for our worship 
service: 

- Masks are optional and 
recommended for fully vaccinated 
attendees. Masks should be worn 
by unvaccinated attendees. We 
encourage you to use your best 
judgment. 

- Wash your hands or use hand 
sanitizer when you enter the 
worship center. 

-If you have any of the 
symptoms related to COVID-19 stay 
home and enjoy the service via live 
stream. 
 
 
 

 
Help keep our contact 

information up-to-date! 
If you have a new home phone, 

cell phone or new email address, 
please call the church office at 
949.830.1460 so we can update our 
records. Thanks! 

  

Abiding Savior 
Lutheran Church and School 
23262 El Toro Road 
Lake Forest, California 92630 
Church: 949.830.1460 

 

Church Staff 
Reverend Glenn Lucas, Senior Pastor 
Daniel Ruiz, Family/Youth Ministries Director 
Chris Vick, IT Specialist 
Janet Calhoun, Church Secretary 
Tricia Stroube, HR/Office Manager 
Karen Galas, Accountant 
Laura Lyons and Jennifer Kranawetter, Admin 
  Assistants to Pastors 
Lori Beniche, Director of Communications 
Linda Bo, Editor of Day by Day 
 

Church Officers 
Miguel Campos, President 
Daniel Carillo, Vice President 
Patricia Stroube, Secretary 
John Egley, Treasurer 
Erica Volz, Congregation Liaison 
 

School Staff 
School ...................................... 949.830.1461 
Donna Lucas, School Principal  
Yesi Naber, Admissions Director 
Keigh Lee Horn, School Secretary 
Samantha Fitt, School Secretary 
Extended Care .......................... 949.837.4289 
Deana Hicks, Extended Care Director 
 

Preschool Staff 
Preschool Center ...................... 949.837.4292 
Mary Wolfinbarger, Preschool Director 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

School Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Preschool Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Visit us on our website at 
www.abidingsavior.com 

 

 
abidingsaviorlakeforest 

 

 

	

	

Sew ‘n Sews will be meeting Saturday, October 2, from 
10:00 AM until 12:00 PM in upstairs youth classroom 
(top of the stairs). We will be working on pillowcases 
for CHOC and recent fire victims through an 
organization called WE CARE. Please join us. Please 
contact Janice Trumbauer at krafter@cox.net or call 
949-609-9766. 



“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 
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Portals of Prayer 
 

Portals of Prayer is 
great for personal 
devotions and can be 
used to open church 
meetings or Bible 

studies. Published quarterly, 
authors change each month. 

The October, November, 
December 2021 edition of Portals of 
Prayer has arrived. Pick up your 
copy from the church office during 
office hours during the week. 

Pick-up an extra one and share 
with a friend! 
 
 
 

Items Needed for the 
Great Giveaway 

 

The date of the Great Giveaway 
is Saturday, October 23, 2021. 
Please bring any gently used items 
to the church office. 

Items that we need are: 
- Clothes for baby, child and 

adult 
- Toys 
- Household items 
- Baby equipment 
- Bicycles (must be in good 

working condition) 
- Furniture that will fit in the 

trunk of a car 
 

Goods not accepted are: 
- No Mattresses 
- No Books 
- No furniture larger than the 

trunk of a car 
- No Appliances 

 

If in any doubt, please contact 
the church office. Volunteers are 
needed Friday, October 22, at 5:30 
PM to set up and Saturday, October 
23, at 6:00 AM. 

For more details on the event 
or volunteering, please contact 
Samantha Fitt at sfitt@abiding 
savior.com or at 949.830.1461. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Bringing Christ to the Nations 
It’s time to get together! Be blessed! Get engaged! 
Bringing Christ to the Nations Conference Saturday October 9th 2021. 

Register at Eventbrite.com. Topics include Households of Faith, Neighborhood 
Outreach and the passion to maximize the connection between church and 
school ministry in an effort to develop dynamic disciples for Christ. 

At Concordia University Irvine, our speakers include: 

 
·     Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, PSD President 
·     Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker of The Lutheran Hour 
·     Rev. Dr. Norbert Oesch, Pastoral Leadership Institute 
·     Mrs. Jackie Oesch, CrossConnect Ministries 
·     Rev. Dr. Richard Burkey, Senior Pastor Christ Lutheran Church Ministries,  
           La Mesa 
·     Xavria Schwarz, Principal 
·     Cheri Selander, Coordinator of Youth Ministries 
This event is FREE. Lunch is provided. A free will offering will be accepted. 

Ladies Guild is Back! 
Please join us for our first Ladies Guild meeting of the new season on 

Wednesday, October 6 at 12:00 PM in the Adult Education Room. Bring your 
lunch, but dessert will be provided. Our group meets monthly and throughout 
the year coordinates college scholarships, service projects, Pastors/Staff 
Appreciation Day, outreach to ASLC homebound, potlucks, and the annual 
Christmas party. A perfect opportunity to enjoy food, fun, fellowship and 
facilitation. Please contact Sheila Grossman at aslc.sheila.grossman@gmail if 
you have any questions. 



“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 
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“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 
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PRESCHOOL 
Mary Wolfinbarger 
Preschool Director 
 
 
 

We are very excited to 
announce that Abiding Savior has 
been selected as the Editor’s Choice 
for Best Faith-Based School in OC 
Parenting Magazine! 

Please join me in welcoming 
Erin Whitten to our ministry. Erin 
will serve part-time as a teacher 
assistant and office assistant at the 
preschool. 

 

 
Erin Whitten 

“My name is Erin Whitten. I am 
a mother of two boys, Austin and 
Wyatt; both attend Abiding Savior. 
For the last 15 years, I have been 
working as a consultant in the 
healthcare industry, focusing on 
regulatory and reimbursement 
services. Like the rest of the world, 
2020/2021 brought changes for our 
family, and I found myself as a full-
time stay-at-home mom for the first 
time. This change allowed me to 
help with Austin’s class, something 
that made my heart feel full. I am a 
true believer that things happen for 
a reason, and God has a plan that 
we do not always see coming. Since 
the first day I dropped my son off at 
preschool, Abiding Savior has felt 
like home, so I am looking forward 
to being part of the Abiding Savior 
Preschool team.” 

We want to thank everyone 
who “adopted” one of our 
preschool students this year. We 
appreciate your continued prayers 
and support. 

Please contact the director, 
Mary Wolfinbarger, for more 
information on the center or to 
schedule an appointment for a tour, 
at (949) 837-4292 or 
mwolfinbarger@abidingsavior.com. 
You can also visit our website at 
www.abidingsavior.com. 
 
 

 
Sunday School is in session each 

Sunday after the Children’s 
Message at the 10:15 service. We 
need teachers and helpers. Please 
contact Sharon Simon at 
ssimon@abidingsavior.com to 
participate in this ministry to 
children. 
 
 

 

 
 

This year’s 
Gospel 
Adventures® is 
heading on a 
Thailand Trek! 
With remarkable 
landscapes from 

islands, mountains, a plateau, 
densely populated cities, and more, 
Gospel Adventures: Thailand Trek is 
sure to be a journey to remember! 
Kids will be introduced to kids just 
like them living in Thailand who 
carry their faith with them through 
day-to-day life. Teach your kids 
about the foods, animals, people 

and places of Thailand with Gospel 
Adventures. 

Your child will learn fun facts 
about the people of Thailand, for 
example: 

 

 
 

 

 
Learn more by visiting Gospel 

Adventures (https://www.gospel 
adventures.org) 
 
 
 

 
 

Scrip is a gift certificate 
program that provides a variety of 
gift cards for purchase. The gift 
certificates are purchased by the 
scrip program at a discount and sold 
to participants at face value. The 
difference is profit. This profit is 
split (50/50) between the school 
and the family purchasing the scrip. 
We use these funds for non-
budgeted items, and families will 
receive a tuition credit for the 
following school year. 
 
 
 

  

http://www.abidingsavior.com/


“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Donna Lucas, 
School Principal 
 
 
 

 

Abiding 
Savior Lutheran 
School was 
chosen as 
Editor’s Choice 
Award for the 
Best Faith-
based School by 
Orange County 
Parenting 
Magazine. We 
praise God for 
this amazing recognition for the 
second year in a row. Thank you 
teachers and staff for keeping our 
mission at heart for everything you 
do for the students and families. 
Thank you parents for passionately 
embracing Christian education. 

The Parent Teacher League will 
be hosting a Fall Carnival on 
October 2. This event will be held 
outside. It is a great event for 
families to come and fellowship 
together. Please note, all children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
No drop offs, please. 

Seventh and Eighth Grade Girls’ 
Volleyball began this September. 
They started the season with a 
victory over Red Hill Lutheran. It 
was great to see our sports program 
begin after not being able to play 
since March of 2019. They are 
having a great time. 

 

 

 

 
Do you shop on Amazon? Use 

AmazonSmile instead! AmazonSmile 
is a simple and automatic way for 
your to support Abiding Savior 
every time you shop on Amazon, at 
no cost to you. When you shop on 
smile.amazon.com, select Abiding 
Savior as your charitable 
organization and Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your 
purchases to support Abiding 
Savior! 

 

 

Would you like 
to be more 
involved in PTL? 
There are many 
ways to help: 
continue your 
support 

through fellowship and fundraising 
events, join the PTL steering 
committee – a group of parents 
who plan and implement PTL 
programs, and join a specific 
committee or help out on an 
occasional basis. Want to help? 
Please call Melanie Schwald at 
949.293.9449 for more information.  



“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

1 

7:30p-NA 

2 

9a-Altar Guild 
10a-Sew ‘n Sews 
2p-Fall Carnival 
5p-Informal Worship 

Service 

3 

Worship Schedule-
See chart at 
bottom of 
Calendar 

5p-Life Group Lou 
Marting 

7p-Youth Group 
 

4 

6p-Women's 
Fellowship Night 

7p-Elders Bible Study 
7:30p-NA 

 

5 

4p-Kingdom Kids 
7:30p-Praises Ring 

6 

9a-Wednesday Bible 
Study 

12p-Ladies Guild 
6p-Confirmation 
6p-Youth Group 
7:30p-Chapel Choir 
7:45p-AA 
 

7 

5p-Sports Fellowship 
Pickleball 

6p-Paper Crafters 
Night 

7:30p-Abiding Praise 
Practice 

7:30p-AA 
 

8 

7:30p-NA 

9 

9a-Altar Guild Prep 
9a-Flu Shot Clinic 
5p-Informal Worship 

Service 

 

10 

Worship Schedule-
See chart at 
bottom of 
Calendar 

10a-Flu Shot Clinic 
11:45a-John Taylor 

Life Group 
7p-Youth Group 
 

11 

5p-Boy Scouts Pack 
Meeting 

7:30p-NA 

 

12 

3p-Junior Girl Scouts 
Meeting 

4p-Kingdom Kids 
6p-Rock of Aging 
7:30p-Praises Ring  
 

13 

9-Wedneday Bible 
Study 

3p-Cadette Girl 
Scouts Meeting 

6p-Confirmation 
6p-Youth Group 
7:30p-Chapel Choir 
7:45p-AA 
 

14 

5p-Sports Fellowship 
Pickleball 

7:30p-Abiding Praise 
Practice 

7:30p-AA 
 

15 

7:30p-NA 

16 

9a-Altar Guild Prep 
5p-Informal Worship 

Service 
 
 
 
 

17 

Worship Schedule-
See chart at 
bottom of 
Calendar 

5p-Life Group Lou 
Marting 

7p-Youth Group 
 

18 

6p-Women's 
Fellowship Night 

7p-Pack Parent 
Volunteer 
Meeting 

7:30p-NA 
 

19 

4p-Kingdom Kids 
7:30p-Praises Ring 

 

20 

9-Wedneday Bible 
Study 

6p-Confirmation 
6p-Youth Group 
7:30p-Chapel Choir 
7:45p-AA 

 

21 

5p-Sports Fellowship 
Pickleball 

7:30p-Abiding Praise 
Practice 

7:30p-AA 
 

22 

7:30p-NA 
23 

7a-Great Giveaway 
9a-Altar Guild Prep 
5p-Informal Worship 

Service 
 
 

 

24 

Worship Schedule-
See chart at 
bottom of 
Calendar 

11:45a-John Taylor 
Life Group 

7p-Youth Group 
 

25 

5p-Boy Scouts Pack 
Meeting 

7:30p-NA 
 
 

26 

3p-Junior Girl Scouts 
Meeting 

4p-Kingdom Kids 
7:30p-Praises Ring  
 

27 

9-Wedneday Bible 
Study 

3p-Cadette Girl 
Scouts Meeting 

6p-Confirmation 
6p-Youth Group 
7:30p-Chapel Choir 
7:45p-AA 

28 

5p-Sports Fellowship 
Pickleball 

7:30p-Abiding Praise 
Practice 

7:30p-AA 
 

29 

7:30p-NA 

30 

9a-Altar Guild Prep 
5p-Informal Worship 

Service 
6p-Trunk or Treat 
 
 
 

 

31 

Worship Schedule-
See chart at 
bottom of 
Calendar 

5p-Life Group Lou 
Marting 

7p-Youth Group 
 

 

W O R S H I P  |  C O M M U N I O N  S C H E D U L E  

In Person Classic Worship – Sunday 8:00 AM      Communion Offered 1st and 3rd Weeks 

In Person Informal Worship – Saturday 5:00 PM      Communion Offered Weekly 

In Person Abiding Praise Worship – Sunday 10:15 AM     Communion Offered 2nd and 4th Weeks 

Live Stream Abiding Praise Worship Via You Tube – Sunday 10:15 AM 



 

 

Abiding Savior 

Lutheran Church and School 

23262 El Toro Road 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 

 

Return Service Requested 

Time Dated Materials 
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