
Order of Worship 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, May 5, 2024 – 8:00 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE LINDA STOTERAU, ORGANIST 

 

WELCOME 
Please stand. 

 

OPENING HYMN  
“Christ the Eternal Lord” 

Christ the eternal Lord,  Whose promise here we claim, 

Whose gifts of grace are freely poured  On all who name Your name; 

With thankfulness and praise  We stand before Your throne, 

Intent to serve You all our days  And make Your glory known. 

 

Christ the unchanging Word  To ev’ry passing age, 

Whose timeless teachings still are heard  Set forth on Scripture’s page; 

Transform our thought and mind,  Enlighten all who read, 

Within Your Word by faith to find  The bread of life indeed. 

 

Christ the redeeming Son,  Who shares our human birth, 

And by His death salvation won  For ev’ry child of earth; 

Inspire our hearts, we pray,  To tell Your love abroad, 

That all may honor Christ today  And follow Him as Lord. 

 

Christ the unfading Light  Of everlasting day, 

Our Morning Star in splendor bright,  The Life, the Truth, the Way; 

That light of truth You give  To servants as to friends, 

Your way to walk, Your life to live,  Till earth’s brief journey ends. 

 

Christ the ascended King  Exalted high above, 

Whose praise unending ages sing,  Whom yet unseen we love; 

When mortal life is past  Your voice from heaven’s throne 

Shall call Your children home at last  To know as we are known. 
 

Text:  Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926  

Tune:  Geórge J. Elvey, 1816-93; setting:  Service Book and Hymnal, 1958 

Text:  © 1999 Hope Publishing Co.  Music:  Public Domain 
LSB 829  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

All: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  Most merciful God, 

All: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone.   We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.   We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment.   For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.   Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake forgives 

us all our sins.   As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,  All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion,  Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation,  Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit  Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit;  Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning;  Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning,  Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

Come, Almighty, to deliver;  Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never,  Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,  Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then Thy new creation,  Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation  Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory,  Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,  Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-88  Text & Music:  Public Domain 

Tune:  Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87, setting:  Service Book and Hymnal, 1958 

LSB 700  Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, while we were still in our sins You chose us, laid 

down Your life for us, and called us friends. By Your great love for us, inspire us to 

love one another that we may abide in Your grace and may bear fruit according to 

Your promise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE FIRST READING ACTS 10:34-48 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said:  “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  36 As 

for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he 

is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 

Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power.  He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  39 And we are witnesses of all that he did 

both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on 

a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people 

but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead.  42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 

is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 

 
43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.”  44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy 

Spirit fell on all who heard the word.  45 And the believers from among the circumcised who 

had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even 

on the Gentiles.  46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God.  Then 

Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ.  Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EPISTLE READING 1 JOHN 5:1-8 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.  2 By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.  3 For this is the love of 

God, that we keep his commandments.  And his commandments are not burdensome.  4 

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. 

 



And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  5 Who is it that overcomes 

the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  6 This is he who came 

by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.  

And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.  7 For there are three 

that testify:  8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel. 

 

 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL JOHN 15:9-17 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.  

 
 

THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Abide in my love.  10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love.  11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be full.  12 [Jesus said:]  “This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down 

his life for his friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.  15 No longer do 

I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 

you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.  16 You did 

not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 

that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it 

to you.  17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON HYMN 

“Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
Where charity and love prevail  There God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ’s love  By love are we thus bound. 

 

With grateful joy and holy fear  His charity we learn; 

Let us with heart and mind and soul  Now love Him in return. 

 

Forgive we now each other’s faults  As we our faults confess, 

And let us love each other well  In Christian holiness. 

 

Let strife among us be unknown;  Let all contention cease; 

Be God’s the glory that we seek;  Be ours His holy peace. 

 

Let us recall that in our midst  Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined  We are in Him made one. 

 

For love excludes no race or clan  That names the Savior’s name; 

His family embraces all  Whose Father is the same. 
 

Text:  Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westerdorf, 1916-97, alt. 
Music:  Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842  Text: © 1960 World Library Publications  Music:  Public Domain 

LSB 845  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

 

THE SERMON  REV. GLENN A. LUCAS 

“Love One Another” 
John 15:9-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 

was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 

by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 

one baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and † the 

life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

At this time, you may give your offering electronically. 
www.abidingsavior.com/church/give 

 

You may also place your offering in one of the gray baskets. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
 

After each petition the prayer concludes: 
 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have called us as Your people and have 

shown us Your grace in all our days. Assured of Your mercy, we come before You, 

asking that we may receive Your blessings with heartfelt thanksgiving. Pour out 

upon us the gift of Your Holy Spirit and grant that we may receive the body and 

blood of our Lord as a guarantee of our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to 

come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

praise, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever evermore praising 

You and singing, 

 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

 Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation; But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the 

Glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  Take, eat; 

this is My † body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.  In the 

same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying:  Drink of it, all of you; this is My † blood of the new testament, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me. 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 



AGNUS DEI  Sung  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace.  Grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“My Song Is Love Unknown” 
My song is love unknown,  My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown  That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I  That for my sake 

My Lord should take  Frail flesh and die? 

 

He came from His blest throne  Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none  The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend,  My friend indeed, 

Who at my need  His life did spend! 

 

Sometimes they strew His way  And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day  Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!”  Is all their breath, 

And for His death  They thirst and cry. 

 

Why, what hath my Lord done?  What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run,  He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries!  Yet they at these 

Themselves displease  And ’gainst Him rise. 

 

They rise and needs will have  My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save,  The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He  To suff’ring goes 

That He His foes  From thence might free. 

 

In life no house, no home  My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb  But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say?  Heav’n was His home 

But mine the tomb  Wherein He lay. 

 

Here might I stay and sing,  No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King,  Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend,  In whose sweet praise 

I all my days  Could gladly spend! 
 

Text:  Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-83 

Tune:  John N. Ireland, 1879-1962  Text:  Public Domain  Tune:  © John Ireland Trust 

LSB 430  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 



“What Wondrous Love Is This” 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this  That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down  Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb,  Who is the great I AM, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free,  I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 

Text:  A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, Lynchburg, 1811, alt. 

Tune:  Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835; setting:  Donald A. Busarow, b. 1934 

Text & Tune:  Public Domain  Setting:  © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship 
LSB 543  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, once again You have welcomed us at Your Table 

of grace. Grant that this Sacrament that we have now received may strengthen us 

so that we may abide in loving service day by day. As we have shared in the 

blessings of Your Table, grant that we live each day as Your people who see people 

around us as You see them and love them as You love them. This we ask in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

All: Amen! 



CLOSING HYMN  

“Son of God, Eternal Savior” 
Son of God, eternal Savior,  Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us  Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory,  For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity,  Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

As You, Lord, have lived for others,  So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted;  Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver,  Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty  Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

Come, O Christ, and reign among us,  King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion,  Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling,  By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,  Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

Son of God, eternal Savior,  Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us  Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing  That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:  Here on earth Your will be done. 
 

Text:  Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt. 

Tune:  Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, Amsterdam, c. 1710; 

Text and Tune:  Public Domain  Setting:  © 2006 Concordia Publishing House  
LSB 842  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Flower Arrangements 
The flower arrangements which grace our altar this weekend are dedicated to the glory of 

the Lord by Heidi and Bruce Wolfson in celebration of their daughter, Elizabeth’s graduation 

from college.  
 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Prayers for strength and healing, guidance and blessing for: 

Brian Adams 

Terri Green 

 

Alexander Hernandez 

Jeanne Kelly  

Brad Morton 

Don Vick 

Karen Whelply 

 

 


